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Honorablo ~and Commendable

Record of
High Sense of the Etfucs of

the Newberry Bar

the Professzon Always Prac-

ticed—Members Have Always Been Foremost in All
Things for Betterment of Community—F urnished
Chief Justices, Chancellors and Governor.

It is perhaps unconscious, but never-
theless it is a fact that people judge|
a community more generally by #he
lawyers than by any other class cf
business or professional men. Judg-
ing by this standard, Newberry has
always had the rigat to rank among
the leading to’wns- in the state. For
several generations Newberry has had
a bar that has been forceful and ef-
f-ctire, esteemed and respected all
over the state. It has been said that
the ideal of the Newberry bar was set
by And:zrson Crenshaw. one of the
early graduates of the South ‘Carolina
college. He was a man of great schol-

arship and legal learning, 2 man of the
highest ideals, and he left an impress
on the bar of Newberry taat continues
until teday. In the ante bellum days
the Newberry bar was especially re-
markable for its learning, the mosti
prominent figures at this bar in those

dayé were graduaies of that same int|
Mr. |

stitution, John and Pat Caldwell,
Summer and others.

That was before the days of law
schools,
gathered by hard knocks in the court
house. Lawyers did get have the Ii-

.braries that they now nave, one or {wo

and generally legal lore was |

tished by James J. Caldwell, chancel-
or of the state from 846 12 1850, when
]ne was solicitor of the circuit with
his home in Columbia. Mr. Caldwell
aad always been a student, and he was
not only a scholar but a teacher. He
loved teaching for teaching’s sake. He
opened a .school for th‘ﬁr study of law
and charged a fee of one hundred dol-
large a year in addition to the work
that might be done by his pupils in
copsing papers and preparing briefs
for him. He had among his students
some of the most distinguished law-
1\91~ of the state, among them were
Judge Fraser of Sumter, Mr. Metz of
| Lexington, Mr. Wallace of Columbia
and others from Charleston to Green-
ville. The school of law was the court
aouse, where lawyers fought out their
cases, depending largely on the techni-
calities of the law and its construction.
It has been only within recent years
that the finiched preduct of the law
school has graced the bar in this sec-
tion of the state, because there were no
| law schools in the south, generally
speaking. Law students had the greal
|amantaze of close personal contact
with men who impressed them wita
!'helr own strong, vigorous personal-
[1t_» while they were gathering the legal

hundred books were a5 many as most | loTe.

of the best lawyers had. precedenis

Newberry has every right to feel

had not been set so greatly in thalln,oug of the service that her sons of

early day, and the lawyers contended ! (s phar have given to the state.

. over tne principles of law, and the

rules of practice. They could not hope | court was abolished in the nullifica- |
[ tion days, and a court of errors substi-

for aid from cases already decided in
a lin®e with whatever they might be in-
terested in, and “case law” was very
little in vegue. That was the day of
making precedents rather than follow-
ing precedents. The older lawyers

tock voung men in their ot‘ﬁces'with;

them, giving the privilege of reading
their bocks. copying their notes and
picking up for themselies such scraps
of knowledge as they miglt from tha
wisdom that was let fall from the lips
of their patrom., It is interesting to
note that one of the first real law

The
old court of three judges as a supreme

tuted when the division of the law and
equity courts was made. At that time
Newberry county had three of her sons
on the chancery bench, Judge Jno. Bel-
ton O'Neal, wao was elevated to that
position in 1828; Job Johnstone, 1831,
and Jas. J. Caldwell, 1846, all three of
whom rendered conspicuous and dis-
tinguished service. In 1850 the state

returned to the old form of a supreme
court of three justices, and Judge John
Belton O’Neall was the first one raised

until his death in 1863. Montgomery
Moses was a Sumter man, but
he was elevated to the bench
from this circuit, where he

had been assigned, and he had made
his residence in Newberry. He went
out in 1876. Y. J. Pope was elected
associate justice in 1891 and was later
raised to the cnief justiceship. Chief
Justice Ira B. Jones, while not elected
from Newberry, was a Newberry man,
so that this county and this bar has

done its full share and has had the]
credit of suppiying for the needs of

Henry Summer, Maj. James M. Bax-
ter and later Mr. Silas Johnstone, the
son of the chancellor; IMr. Christian
H. Suber, Judge Y. J. Pope, (Thomas
3. Moorman, for so long librarian of
the supreme court; Mr. J. F. J. Cald-
well and Mr. George Johnstone, bota
of whom are now living useful lives
and serving tneir neighbors as oppor-
tunity offers; and later Mr. Osborne L.
one term solicizor

Schumpert, . the

of this circuit and having made an en-
viable reputation as a just and fearless
prosecutor of evil and wrong doing.

JOHN BELTON O’NEALL, Elected Member House of Representatives 1816;
Speaker of the House 1824; Chan ~ellor 1823-50; Chief Justice cf South
Carolina from 1850 to Time of His Death in 1363. |

the state some of her most distin-
guished justices.

Among the older lawyers of note in
the town were Thomas H. Pope, the
father of the chief justice; Simeon

Fair, who was for twenty-two years the terest in estates, long neglected by the
solicitor of the circuit; Mr. Lambert| people, who had giien their sons and
J. Jones, A. C. Garlington, who was|husbands to tae battle line.

This list embraces the old school of

ante-bellum days ard ihe men Wha
came to the bar at the close of the
war, where there was so much doing
in the courts and in all matters of in.

——

During

was a sentiment strongly felt by the

| through that course.of readjustmenct,
)

sourts and really very little for the
courts to do.

to prevent the closing of mortgages

and notes, and the action for violation :

of contracts, the minds of the people

were absorbed in greater things than.1
suspected of being identified with that

petty crimes, and the negro race were
dealt with outside of courts.

There was a rush of legal business,
however, after the war was over, ani
plenty of work for the members of
the bar untangling the skeins of busi-
ness complications and settling es-
tates. This distressing period of his-
tory found the bar of Newberry, like
all other communities, deeply involved
in debt, but they went bravely to the
task of rebuilding their own scattered
fortunes and breasting the overwhelm-
ing wa.es of financial trouble. There

members of the bar against going into
bankruptey themselves, though carry-
ing taeir clients well and® safely

<hat many of them were over-
whelmed, and with brecken fortunes
and broken hearts and broken hopes

There was a stay law,
here

they went to their final rest. The
vounger members of the bar gave their |
attention to the changing order of
things, helped all classes of pe0p1e|
equally, especially befriending the;j
freed negrn race in the many troubleSr
in whieh they became involved through | i
the mistake of liberty for license. It'
is said by one of the older members:
of the Newberry bar that he does z.wtI
recall a single. instance in which a
negro accused of crime in the period
of reconstruction lacked for counsel to |
de:fend his case, thougn the hope and |
expectation of financial reward was
slight.

There was ecne negro lawyer adrmt-
ted to the Newberry bar in those days |
of reconstruction. He was a bright
mulatto named Thomas, a man of very
dangerous tendencies, and having some.
education was looked upon dg-a
prophet and a priest by his race. He
attempted at one time to enter and
take a seat in tne Lutheran chiurch,
but two of the members, Mr. Schum-
pert and Dr. Mayer, escorted him
rromptly outside the building. He en-
tered suit against the two 'gentlemen,
but after he had been admitted to the
bar he did not think that he ought to
sress a case of assault against “a
brother lawyer,” and asked the solic-
itor to nol pross it, very pmch to the
amusement of the bar, who enjoyed
the joke at the expense of tneir friend
Schumpert.

cuunties, and the negroes and radicals
never created a great deal of irouble
The members of the bar were
2ctive in all lines for the protection
o the people, both in and out of tn2
¢ourt house, and many of them wers

historic and peculiar organization, 80
much so tha: several, pf them found it
most convenient to leave Newberry
quietly and stay away for a time. After
the overtarow of the Republican rule
in '876 they returned. Many good cit-
izens were lost to the county at that
tume. they preferring removal to ar-
rsst. It is said that there was only
cne vase tried among the many arrest-
@l in Newberry county by the feucral
autborities, and that one was a mis-
trinl. ‘Thne defendant in that case was
the man who for so 1o£g was gheriff
of the county, M. M. Buford,

Ameng the older lawyers practieing
at
Samnson Pope, who entered into part-
nership with his brother, Y.: J. Pope,
and Col. Fair; Mr. Benson M. Jones,
son of the older lawyer, Lambert T

Jones, and brother of the present attor-

ney, Lambert W. Jones; Mr.-George S.
Mower, who is still an honored i_nen}-
ber of the bar and public servani, with
a goodly record to his credit. Mr.
James Clary, who practiced for a short
while, and Mr. George G. DeWalt, who
divided nis time between law and real
| estate, being one of the early real es
tate boosters eof the city. Messrs.
! Baxter; Suber, Pope and Caldwell were
other prominent members of the bar,
and Mr. John B. Carwile, afterwarde

i cashier of the bank, came here fron:

Mississippi and began the practice of

law. Then came the Messrs., Hunt
and others who are practlcing here
still.

During the reconstruction period
there was a very interesting murder
trial, four negroes taken in charge for

i the killing of Dunwoody, a while

watchman at the failroad station. The
purpose was to rob ‘the freight depot
and the watchman was killed to facil-'

‘his time in Newberry were Dr.,

itate the robbery. That was before the -

fashion for lynchings came in vogue,”

r

and these four negroes were put in

the dock, and the case _took eleven - -

working days of the court, the entire
panel of jurymen being negrées. Tae
case ended in a mistrial at first, bant

later was reopened and two, 2 negro

named James and his wife, were exe-
cuted. They had admitted having some
connection with the affair, and bore all
of ithe punicshment.

schools in this state was one estab- to the supreme bench, filling that place | adjutant general during the war; Ma.j.i the war thecre were practically no{ Newberry was one of the KuKlux (Continued to Page 23.)
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our store.

Fertilizers,

Whitmire
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This is YOUR store,
where YOUR wants may

be supplied in accordance

‘'with YOUR ideas. Come!

your every want.
and it is heavily patronized.
We are always reminding you of something

good. Even a GROUCH will smileJafter a visit to

MOTHERS
Fathers and Children

If YOU want it, it 1s
HERE, at the price YOU
want to pay.
Quality is what YOU are

looking for. Come!

This is the greatest store in the] community for
It is the store that sells everything,

Heavy Groceries, Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods,
Notions, Shoes, Clothing and Hats.
Ladies’ Ready-to-wear Coat Suits and Coats.

Large stock to select from.

Wagons,

.

Buggies
Automobile Supplies.

MILLER BROS.
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Hardware Holzday Hmts
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' Make this Christmas a Hardware Christmas,
We have the following to suggest as Christmas Gifts:

Wiss Shears and Scissors, Guaranteed “Old Style Razors
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Gem and Durham Duplex Safety Razors.

Shaving

@

Brushes, and A

active Nutpick‘ Sets

But(.:her Knives, Table Kives and Forks. Diamond Edge
Pocket Knives. The kind that always make a clean cut
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Enterprise Meat and Food Choppers.

Fine: Line Carpenters

A

Tools.

Guns, Ri

fes, Air Ri

fes and Ammunition. Boxs;

‘Wagons.

Tinware, Paints, Stains and Oils
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Highest Quality Goods.

Wm. Jehnson & Son

THE OLD RELIABLE HARDWARE HOUSE

Window Glass and Putty
Our Prices Are Always Right
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These Dnegroes
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